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Radio One survey shows black Americans optimistic 

Posted by Robert L. Smith  June 28, 2008 08:25AM 

Survey shows many are feeling good  

• Complete survey results are  here  

American blacks - including the 44 percent who prefer to be called African-American - know a lot more about 
themselves today, and that may be why they are feeling pretty good.  

The largest-ever survey of black America reveals a diverse community that defies easy labels - but one 
blessed with self-assurance.  

A little more than half of black Americans feel confident about the future of their community, and 60 percent 
agree that "things are getting better for me," according to polling done by Yankelovich for Radio One, a 
national broadcasting company that targets a black audience.  
 
"Black America Today," released Friday, also reveals a lot of single parenthood, poverty and television 
watching in a demographic group of 39 million people. But the notes of optimism rise above the hints at 
despair.  

Seventy-three percent of black Americans express the confidence to "do my own thing" and 70 percent, 
including teens, have a plan for the future.  

With the national economy sinking and many of those polled acknowledging personal struggles, Michael 
Williams finds a lot of contradiction in the rosy outlook.  

Williams, director of the Black Studies Program at Cleveland State University, said he thinks the 
respondents envisioned a broad context brightened by the emergence of Democratic presidential candidate 
Barack Obama.  

"I think it has a lot to do with what's going on with the presidential election," Williams said. "Many black 
people, including myself, never imagined a black man would be in a position to become president of this 
country."  

Blacks who look only at their personal circumstances might take a cloudier view, he said.  

Still, the survey points to some valid reasons for optimism, especially among young blacks.  

Pollsters surveyed 3,400 black Americans aged 13 to 74 in October and November with questions designed 
to elicit their attitudes and expectations and to sketch an image of their lifestyles.  

They found an average household of three people, half led by a single parent, one-third living in apartments, 
families watching an average of 45 hours of television a week but mostly partaking in modern America.  

The digital divide between blacks and mainstream America is vanishing, the survey found. About 68 percent 
of blacks use the Internet (compared with 70 percent of all Americans) and nearly 90 percent of black teens 
are online.  

Meanwhile, 21 percent of the respondents hold at least a bachelor's degree, one third earn more than 
$50,000 a year and nearly half own their own homes.  

The survey suggests that young blacks credit their parents and grandparents for progress made by their 
community. Even members of the hip-hop generation, often maligned as selfish and disrespectful, 
expressed a healthy respect for the opinions and desires of their elders.  

Bakari Kitwana, the Westlake man who wrote the book on the generation, is not surprised.  



"The issue of the hip-hop generation has never been a lack of respect for what the older generation has 
achieved," said Kitwana, author of "The Hip Hop Generation: Young Blacks and the Crisis in African 
American Culture."  

"It seems to be more of the older generation having a disdain for the younger generation's outlook. 'They 
don't work as hard. They don't value what black people always valued,' " he said. "I think the antagonism 
starts there."  

Forty-six percent of blacks feel hip-hop culture has hurt the image of the black community, the survey said, 
but the blame for bad press is widely spread. Fifty percent of blacks do not like the way they are portrayed 
on black TV shows.  

The survey also found a relatively isolated community mindful of group identity and the need for solidarity.  

Fifty-six percent of those surveyed reported having "all" or "almost all" black friends. Meanwhile, 24 percent 
said they had experienced discrimination recently and 82 percent said they believed black parents need to 
prepare their children for prejudice.  

The matter of what to call oneself is not taken lightly, the survey found. While 42 percent of respondents call 
themselves "black," and 44 percent prefer "African-American," nearly 90 percent said the choice is 
personally important.  

"There's a process of transition under way," said Williams, 55. "My grandparents were Negroes. I'm African-
American. As people come into different levels of awareness, they tend to mark that with a name."  
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